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Galerie Nathalie Obadia is pleased to present Beneath, Between, Behind, Filipino artist Robert Gutierrez’s 
first solo exhibition in France. On this occasion, the artist invites us to discover his singular universe, 
situated between abstraction and figuration, mixed with Filipino cultural heritage and other artistic 
influences (High), and informed by elements of more popular contemporary culture (Low).

In this exhibition, Robert Gutierrez offers us about fifteen anamorphic landscapes that question our 
perception of shapes, space and storyline. His paintings find inspiration in the great Surrealist masters, 
like Salvador Dalí, André Masson and Oscar Dominguez, with their bizarre metamorphoses, or in the 
transformed landscapes of Max Ernst and Wilfredo Lam. In Robert Gutierrez’s works, the landscapes 
are supernatural, with futuristic colors and subjects that reference Filipino myths and folklore, while also 
giving off an atmosphere similar to that of cartoons and science fiction.

His drawing is simultaneously naïve and sophisticated. In Past Midnight, we can make out a childish 
silhouette, with irregular proportions, who exists in a hostile, rocky world, depicted in painstaking detail 
by the artist. In Sanctuary, the spectator is at first plunged in a lunar, blue-tinted world, where faults 
and fissures pile up haphazardly and endlessly. As our gaze zeroes in, the artist’s details and storyline 
become all the more visible. We can imagine a faraway ship that invites us on a journey, or a pair of eyes 
that watch us.
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Robert Gutierrez’s works are invitations to dream, and each viewer also plays the role of a narrator. The 
artist constantly encourages us to awaken our senses and our spirits. The paintings bring out things 
hidden away in the deep recesses of our unconscious, through his peculiar cast of characters and the 
hybrid forms that do not belong to the realm of reality and that seem to float in dreamlike landscapes.

However, Robert Gutierrez’s inspiration is very real, and echoes his childhood and the chaotic and complex 
history of the Philippines. The ramshackle streets of Manila gave him the idea to create landscapes at 
once wrecked and futuristic. The storylines are replete with religious references and indigenous cultural 
myths.
 
In Andromeda or Grotto, we discern, at the center of the composition, men in pious poses, a reminder of 
the Filipino population’s deep attachment to the Catholic religion. With the Spanish colonization in the 
early 16th century and the evangelization of local tribes, the country has become one of the most devout 
in the world. As for the hybrid creatures that are present in Land’s End or Green River, they are inspired 
by the local tribes’ belief in mystical creatures.
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Robert Gutierrez was born in 1972, in the Philippines, and works in Portland (Oregon – USA). 

He is one of his country’s most well-known artists and has already participated in numerous recent exhibitions: at Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts (USA); Casal Solleric (Spain); Koganecho Bazaar (Japan); Kemper Museum of Art, Kansas City 
(USA); and in Panic Room, organized by the Deste Foundation for Contemporary Art, Greece.  
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To keep posted on Galerie Nathalie Obadia, follow us on:  

Instagram (@galerieobadia), Facebook (@GalerieNathalieObadia), Twitter (@GalerieObadia) via le hashtag #galerieobadia


