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Pascal Pinaud

Galerie Nathalie Obadia is delighted to present Horizon Mural by Pascal Pinaud. Following his last solo show in 2012, 

and the group exhibition UPSA Dream which he curated in 2008, it is the artist’s fifth collaboration with the gallery.

 

«The paper works of Pascal Pinaud are a complex universe that throws up a number of questions pertaining to his 

production as a whole. However, even though the works that Pinaud refers to generically as drawings contribute – in the 

form of “tests” and “prototypes” – to the conception of large format works, they are no less a body of work that stands alone, 

like a corpus within a corpus, consisting of the exploration per se of the possibilities revealed as the work progresses. 

Since the winter of 1989–90, Pinaud has produced more than four hundred drawings in some twenty different series. 

Based on an open outlook, directed from the front, this approach combines consistency with improvisation that goes 

hand in hand with untrammelled and creative opportunism. “My work evolves with the circumstances that surround 

it”, Pinaud emphasizes. “It takes its direction from its context, places, events and encounters. I am open to anything 

and nothing is excluded out of hand”. In addition to the inventiveness that arises from this methodical eclecticism, it 

is possible to discern a continuing wish in the artist to avoid effects of style and other individual traits. Although his 

drawings are never preceded by preliminary studies, they nonetheless give rise to new production. Years after they 

have been executed, some of them inspire new series of works on paper or large paintings. However, Pinaud’s fondness 

for long-term effects and latency in no way affects the manifestation in each of his works of a series of decisions, the 

sharpness and consistency of which transcend the common idea of deployment to suggest a set of experiences of 
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PASCAL PINAUD, UNTITLED (14B11), 2014
AUTOMOBILE LACQUER, SPRAY, ADHESIVE PAPER, SILK ON PAPER
59,5 X 42 X 3,5 CM  (23 3/8 X 16 1/2 X 1 3/8 IN.) FRAMED
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Pascal Pinaud was born in Toulouse in 1964. He lives and works in Nice.

 

Pascal Pinaud has been granted important solo exhibitions at the Biennale d’Art Contemporain in Bourges (2012), the 

MAC/VAL in Vitry-sur-Seine (Plates-Formes, 2007), at Verrière Hermès in Bruxelles (Tous les dégoûts sont dans ma 

nature, 2007), at FRAC Basse-Normandie in Caen (White de blanc, 2006), at Musée d’Art Moderne in Saint-Étienne 

(En vert et contre tout, 2005), at MAMCO in Genève (Transpainting, 2001), at Musée d’Art Contemporain in Santiago 

of Chile (Pascal Pinaud Peintre, 1999), at Centre d’Art Contemporain - Le Parvis in Tarbes (Amicalement vôtre with 

Dominique Figarella, 1997), at the Quartier in Quimper (1997), at Centre d’art Contemporain in Castres (Random,1996). 

His work will be shown at FRAC Bretagne in 2015, and FRAC Provence-Alpes Côte d’Azur and Fondation Maeght in 

Saint-Paul de Vence in 2016.

 

Pascal Pinaud recently participated to numerous group shows which have been critical and public successes such as 

Avec ou Sans Peinture, at MAC/VAL in Vitry-sur-Seine (2014), the Busan Biennal in South Corea (2014),  Legs Bergreen 

at MAMAC in Nice (2014),  Au-delà du tableau, at 19 of CRAC Montbéliard (2012), Une traversée en couleur at Musée 

d’Art et d’Histoire de Saint-Brieuc (2012), Biens Communs I - Acquisitions récentes at MAMCO of Genève ( 2011), De 

Monet à Wharol at Daejeon Museum of Art in South Corea (2011),  Nouvel accrochage des collection des années 1960 

à nos jours at Centre Pompidou in Paris (2011),  La Peinture Autrement at Musée Chagall in Nice (2011), La peinture 

après la peinture at Centre d’Art de Moscou (2010), Là où je suis n’existe pas at the Abattoirs in Toulouse ( 2009). Pinaud 

was ordered a major public art command for the Nice Côte d’Azur tramway in  Nice (with Stéphane Magnin) and then in 

2012 for the Paris tramway.

 

His work prominent in such prestigious public and private collections as the  Musée Ludwig (Vienna), the MAMCO 

(Geneva), the Centre Pompidou - Musée National d’Art Moderne (Paris) , the MAC/VAL (Vitry-sur-Seine), the FNAC (Paris), 

the FRAC Basse-Normandie, the FRAC Auvergne, the FRAC Bretagne, the FRAC Limousin, the FRAC Provence-Alpes 

Côte d’Azur, the FRAC Alsace, the Musée Picasso of Antibes, the City of Saint-Étienne.
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confirmed unitary character. In spite of the modest size of their format, his drawings present themselves as completed 

realities with the power to embody particular situations and reveal – either through continuity or divergence – the 

conditions of possibility of works to come. In order to define the rules of unity, autonomy, interpretability and diversity 

that his production methods obey, Pascal Pinaud significantly makes reference to the notion of action. Employing links 

that exist between his practice and commonplace sensitivity, he evokes the virtues of the principle of reality. Pinaud 

shows himself to be like an empirical realist, working “in the spirit of abstraction”, to quote an expression dear to his 

friend Noël Dolla. Even if his works are not completely abstract, the means Pinaud adopts and the configurations that he 

develops unconcernedly take up the heritage of the forms of abstraction of the past. On the other hand, the conception 

underlying the resulting drawings shows no special interest in the gifts usually acknowledged in those “who know how 

to draw”, as, for Pinaud, the paths of referentiality have their origin in a completely different exchange with the visible.  

 

Fabien Faure, an extract from “L’esprit de famille”, to appear in Pascal Pinaud – Les dessins (Geneva: Éditions du Mamco, 2015)

Presentation and signature of the monograph Serial Painter (Geneva, Éditions du Mamco, 2015) by Pascal Pinaud  during 

the Thursday 22nd  January opening, from 5pm to 8pm.


